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Transform Your Qutdoors into
Beautiful Living Space

Outdoor Planning...Simplified

By Nancy Moffett

ou've scen them in magazines, on

house wours and on TV—gorgeously
landscaped gardens and yards with just
the right mix of plants, water features,
trees and living space. Seems impossible 1o
achieve to the average homeowner. But,
going [rom a sea ol grass and boring
shrubs to spectacular doesn't have 1o be an
impossible dream. According 1o Joanne

Kostecky of Joanne Kostecky Garden

[esign, Inc., by following the sieps below,
you too can bring out the best in your

outdoor space, design and budger.

Develop a Plan

“The most important thing is o stan ofl
with an overall plan,” savs Kostecky,
“Determine how you want Lo use the

space and what are the things vou need.”

Do you need hard surfaces, such as a patio
or deck, for summertime dining and
entertaining? More shade 1o block the
summer sun or less o accommodate
MNowering planis? Grass for the kids

to play on? Screening to block an
undesirable view? An area where you can
relax bug-free? All these elements need o

be determined hefore vou start,
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